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Introduction:  
 
 
Purpose: 
 
The purpose of this document is to act as a citizen driven 5-year neighborhood action plan for the area designated as 
Tomorrow’s Neighborhoods Today (TNT) Area 5- Eastside. This plan will serve as an advisory document for all City staff 
and elected officials in their efforts to help the citizens of the Eastside achieve their community goals. The completion of 
this plan is required by General Ordinance No. 48, section 48-2(a) of the City of Syracuse. 
This plan fulfills the requirements of the General Ordinance, and will act as an advisory appendix to the City of Syracuse 
Comprehensive Plan of 2025. Through this dual role, the 5-year neighborhood plan will guide the planning and 
development decision making processes for residents, businesses, developers, not-for-profit agencies, and City and 
County operating departments for the Eastside Area. 
 
Mission/Vision: 
 
This plan evaluates the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and challenges of the Eastside. This plan also builds upon 
its diversity and promotes it as an economically vibrant, environmentally friendly and socially inclusive community. 
 
Chronology of the plan 
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The process for the Eastside TNT 5-Year Neighborhood Plan began in March of 2008 with the release and distribution of 
the Eastside TNT Neighborhood Survey. These surveys served as a source of information regarding neighbors perception 

http://www.syracuse.ny.us/pdfs/12/EastsideTNTNeighborhoodSurvey2008.pdf
http://www.buylocalsyracuse.net/tnt5/TNT5_Survey_Summary_3-2-09.pdf
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of different issues such as housing, safety, connectivity, etc. A total of 352 surveys were returned. They were filled on 
paper and online. The results provided the City of Syracuse Department of Community Development staff members with 
quantitative data from a sample of the residents’ population.  
 
Beginning in November of 2008, three workshops were held in the Eastside neighborhood. Led by Community 
Development Department staff, these workshops were designed to bring together members of the community to assess 
physical, economic, social, and perceptual conditions to create a shared vision for the six different neighborhoods of the 
Eastside¥.  
Table 1: Workshops 

Workshop Title Date 

1 What is “working” and what is “not working” in Eastside November 6th 2008 

   

2 Goals and objectives for Eastside’s future December 3rd 2008 

   

3 How to achieve the desired future vision for Eastside January 6th, 2009 

 

For the first workshop, attendees were asked to discuss issues they thought were either “working” or “not working” in the 
different neighborhoods of the Eastside. For the second workshop, residents developed goals and objectives based on 
the information gathered in the first workshop. Then for the third workshop, participants identified actions, players, and 
establish timelines for most of the goals of workshop 2. 
 
Following the conclusion of the workshops and after data and information were compiled a writing team was formed to 
organize the information in a comprehensive and coherent manner, and present the report in an easy to read fashion. 

As part of the writing team efforts, a wiki-space was created to allow for a broader input from the community through the 
report’s writing process. However, this tool was just used for the Spring 09 due to its lack of progress.  

Structure of the plan 

The plan includes three major sections. The first section is an evaluation of the existing condition for the different 
Eastside’s neighborhoods. The second section of the plan presents the action plan, which compiles goals, objective and 
actions to be achieved through a period of five years. The third section, the appendices section, includes maps, tables, 
and statistic information relevant to the Eastside neighborhood. 
 
The first section begins with the evaluation of the existing conditions for the seven neighborhoods of the Eastside. Each 
neighborhood presents assets and challenges for four concept areas (physical conditions, social conditions, economic 
conditions and perceptual conditions), see table 2. Within each neighborhood subsection, a list of what is “assets” and 
what is “challenges” were identified for each concept area. 
 
 
For the purpose of this report, the Eastside was divided in neighborhoods, corridors, and parks and open space as 
follows: 
 
Eastside neighborhood:  

1. University Hill 
2. Near Eastside 
3. Salt Springs 
4. University Neighborhood 
5. Westcott 
6. Meadowbrook 
7. Outer Comstock.  

                                                 
¥ See Figure 1 for Neighborhoods Maps 
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Open Space: Parks, Cemeteries and other green spaces 
 
Table 2: Concept Areas 
 
Concept Area Aspect Evaluated 
  
Physical Conditions Physical form, lighting, sidewalks, property maintenance, historic 

features, environmental/natural features, housing  etc. 

Social Conditions Crime, neighborhoods watch presence / activity, friendliness, racial / 
ethnic demographics, household type demographics, etc. 
 

Economic Conditions  Business assessment, business opportunities, income, job market, 
etc. 
 

Perceptual Conditions Sense of place, outside perceptions, beautification, events, cultural 
landmarks, etc.  
 

Neighborhood A: University Hill 
 
Named as one of 10 Great Neighborhoods for 2008 by the American Planning Association (APA), University Hill is home 
to Syracuse University, SUNY Upstate Medical University, and SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry, as 
well as four major hospitals. The presence of these institutions convey the University Hill's designation as an engine for 
economic growth in the Syracuse area, providing employment to more than 20,000 people. In addition, the Carrier Dome, 
a premier sporting arena, is located on Syracuse University campus. The neighborhood is bordered by Route 81. Action 
on Rt. 81 will have a tremendous effect on the neighborhood no matter what changes are decided for the structure. The 
neighborhood includes Thornden Park, a 76-acre former farmland that currently offers its visitors an outdoor pool, an 
amphitheater, playground, athletic fields and the E.M. Mills Memorial Rose Garden, maintained by the Syracuse Rose 
Society. University Hill is also home to the Crouse-Marshall Business District, with retailers and service providers along 
Crouse Avenue and Marshall Street. The district offers ethnic restaurants, pizzerias, clothing stores, and other amenities 
associated with a college community. The Center of Excellence has been opened for business.  SUNY Upstate in 
partnership with the State University College of Environmental Science and Forestry has plans to build a new Biomedical 
Research Center on part of the site of the old Kennedy Square Apartments.  The other 9.5 acres await development when 
the economic climate improved. The Connective Corridor plans include major improvements to the transportation, 
streetscapes and economic activity.  
 
 
Physical Conditions  

Assets:  

Neighborhood has adequate and frequently used parks in good areas, Neighborhood has a commercial plaza at the 
intersection of South Crouse Avenue and Marshall Street with a steady stream of consumers. Free University buses 
including the Connective Corridor buses make transportation assessable and convenient 

Challenges: 

Location of parking signs (odd/even) is not consistent and creates confusion. The pedestrian path under Interstate-81 is in 
need of additional lighting. Neighborhood experiences very heavy traffic during athletic events at the Dome.  Retaining 
wall south of the Chancellor’s house is crumbling and creates safety hazards for pedestrians. Walnut Park needs paved 
walks to replace the beaten paths. Many people park on Walnut Street and need sidewalks to get to campus.  Streets and 
parking lots in the area should be constructed to minimize runoff. Permeable pavement should be considered. Others: 
Snow Removal, Street sweeping and Dark Spots (need for some lighting)  

Social Conditions  

Assets  

http://www.planning.org/greatplaces/neighborhoods/2008/greateruniversityhill.htm
http://www.syr.edu/
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Neighborhood has a relatively low crime rate.  Syracuse University's Blue Light System provides added sense of security 
to students and residents. Syracuse University has many activities and cultural exhibits that are open to community 
members. Temple Society of Concord has one of the largest food pantries in the city. University United Methodist Church 
facilities are used by many organizations. 

 

Challenges  

Nearby Thornden Park continues to be a safety concern for students and residents (not in section).  Some parts of the 
area experience crime issues. Poverty among non student residents. Homeless people in the area make people feel 
uncomfortable.  

 

Perceptual Conditions  

Assets  

Syracuse University brings positive attention. Neighborhood area is sanitary and well maintained. Integration of Syracuse 
University community with the City of Syracuse (Connective Corridor) brings positive attitudes and added resources for 
neighborhood growth. 

Challenges  

College students engage in frequent and noisy parties. College students attract crimes and are sometimes targeted for 
mugging.  Agencies working with the youth work independently and without that much funding  Sections of the 
neighborhood are not as clean as the institutional areas. 

 

Economic Conditions  

Assets  

Syracuse University, SUNY ESF, VA Hospital, and University Hospitals offer significant employment opportunities for 
students and the City residents. Syracuse University brings a lot of businesses to the City. There are a lot of small 
businesses for instance in the Marshall Street area or on East Genesee Street. Neighborhood has ample housing supply 
for students and residents. New developments in the area (SUNY Biotech...Center, Center of Excellence, Connective 
Corridor) 

Challenges  

Businesses rely heavily on students. Unemployment rate increases when students leave. Retail businesses lack diversity.  
More loans and supports for small businesses needed. 
 

Neighborhoods B: Loguen Park  
 
 
Loguen Park is home to several community-oriented service organizations, aimed at improving the quality of life for 
neighborhood residents, including Housing Visions Unlimited, Inc., The Learning Place.  The area also has the East 
Genesee Regent Association, formed in 1972, as an organization of property owners, business and community leaders, 
and citizens concerned with the future of the East Genesee business district. Recent initiatives, such as those 
implemented by Housing Visions Unlimited, Inc., have worked to provide affordable, quality housing to the neighborhood. 
Loguen Park is also home to the East Side Business Center, where small local businesses can receive resources such as 
mailing and copying. The area is also rich in history, notably the Loguen Family, an African-American  family that assisted 
escaped  and newly freed slaves settle into the local community. A daughter, Dr. Sarah Loguen Frasier, became one of 
the first African-American women medical doctors in the United States as well as the first to receive a medical degree 
from SUNY Upstate in 1876.  One of the main thoroughfares, Genesee Street, is lined with many architecturally and 
historically significant homes.  The neighborhood also borders Le Moyne College to the East.   
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Physical Conditions  

Assets  

Housing Visions Unlimited has revitalized the neighborhood and beautification process. Parts of neighborhood are friendly 
looking and appealing.  Loguen Park provides gathering and play ground for neighborhood. Proximity in walking distance 
to Erie Boulevard.  There is potential to transform the vacant space into green space  

Challenges  

Sidewalks on East Genesee Street need improvements. Erie Boulevard does not have sidewalks and poses safety risks 
to pedestrians. Large number of vacant homes on Lexington Avenue impedes neighborhood development. Large number 
of vacant buildings and underutilized vacant land are not aesthetically pleasing and hinder development. Empty spaces 
on Lynch Street create awkward feeling in the area. The pedestrian connection between the neighborhoods and Erie 
Boulevard need to be improved. Poor housing stock continues to deteriorate. 

Social Conditions  

Assets  

The neighborhoods have very diverse population.  Loguen Park provides gathering and playing grounds for residents. 
There is a very young population.  Girls and Boys Club provides recreation for youth.  

Challenges  

The neighborhoods' diverse population has sometimes created friction between the Congolese population and other 
ethnic groups. A lot of crime occurs on Lexington Avenue, East Fayette Street, and Croly Street. Residents are hesitant 
and afraid to get involved with TNT and call police. Lexington market needs nuisance abatement. Development of 
programs targeted to address the youth 

Perceptual Conditions  

Assets  

The neighborhoods are primarily residential. The area seems to be improving and changing for the better.  

Challenges  

There are mixed perceptions of current neighborhood status. The area is often ignored and neglected when nothing bad 
is happening. The neighborhood, Loguen area, is perceived as unsafe by people from surrounding neighborhoods. 

Economic Conditions  

Assets  

P.E.A.C.E., Housing Visions, and The Learning Place have offices in the neighborhoods. There is good number of small 
markets in the area. Some of them sell ethnic food.  

Challenges  

The area has very few inviting shops or businesses.  Many closed stores and weedy lots on Erie Boulevard. 

 

Neighborhood C: Salt Springs 
 
The Salt Springs neighborhood is rich in community services and establishments essential to the Eastside's vitality, 
including Elmcrest Children's Center and Hillside Family of Agencies. The neighborhood is  home to Soule Branch 
Library, named for Oscar F. Soule, a prominent business and community leader in the Syracuse area. Opened in 1965, 
Soule Library offers a wide variety of services and events for adults, children and teens. Salt Springs also has Homer 
Wheaton Park, named after Colonel Home Wheaton, the first Syracuse soldier to perish in World War I who saved the 
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lives of his fellow soldiers from an exploding grenade. The park, located on Mountain View Avenue, includes a Little 
League baseball diamond, tennis courts, basketball courts and a playground completed in October, 2007. One of the 
historic homes in the neighborhood, Ashton House, is listed on the National Registry of Historic Places. Salt Springs 
also has strong ties to education through both H.W. Smith School on Salt Springs Road and the neighborhood's 
proximity to Lemoyne College, a Jesuit school founded in 1946.  Salt Springs Road is the main corridor, extending 
from E. Genesee Street to the Dewitt boundary on the east side of the city. 
 
Physical Conditions 
 
Assets 
 
 The neighborhood is home to architecturally significant houses including the Ashton House and two Ward 
Wellington Ward houses. Homer Wheaton Park and HW Smith School provide playing grounds for residents. Parts of 
the neighborhood are attractive and appealing. Soule Library provides a wide range of events and activities for 
residents. There is potential to transform some hardscape areas into green space. 
 
Challenges 
 
Sections of E. Genesee Street (east of Nottingham High School) have no sidewalks and poor curb cuts. The sidewalk 
on Seeley Road needs improvements. Erie Blvd does not have sidewalks and poses safety risks to pedestrians. The 
neighborhood has no Centro bus shelters. More city trash cans are needed on Salt Springs Road for 2 or 3 blocks both 
sides of HW Smith school. 
 
Social Conditions 
 
Assets 
 
The neighborhood has a diverse population. Homer Wheaton Park and HW Smith School provide gathering and 
playing grounds for residents HW Smith School auditorium is used for numerous non-school musical events. Eastside 
Soccer uses HW Smith playground for weekly games. The summer "Picnic with the Mayor" at HW Smith draws many 
neighborhood residents. Soule Library has many activities. The recently completed Lemoyne Plaza offers a year round 
setting for informal gatherings and small meetings. 
 
 
 
Challenges 
 
The proximity of Lemoyne College has sometimes created friction between residents and students. Some homes appear 
neglected/rundown, overgrown with weeds/bushes, and do not have house numbers posted. The house stock is aging 
and many houses need expensive roof replacements. The no parking/no stopping ordinance is not observed at dismissal 
time at HW Smith School.  There is concern about criminal elements from Briarcliffe Estates (300 Audubon Parkway), 
Springfield Gardens and Parkside Commons as well as drug dealing at DeWitt Heights Apts (401 Smith Street) and 
adjacent streets. Panhandling at Smith Street/Erie Blvd  perpetuated by Catholic Charities clients living at DeWitt Hts 
Apts. Residents seem hesitant to get involved in TNT and Neighborhood Watch groups although the latter could be 
helpful in crime reduction. 
 
Perceptual Conditions 
 
Assets 
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The neighborhood is primarily residential. The majority of the houses are owner-occupied and many homes/yards are 
decorated during the various holidays. Elmcrest Children's Center and Lemoyne College are "good" neighbors. The 
neighborhood seems to be improving with gradual upgrades including the historic Salt Springs cemetery and the 
Lemoyne Plaza.  
 
Challenges 
 
The neighborhood is often ignored and neglected until something "bad" happens. Many older, single-family homes 
need expensive roof replacements, discouraging prospective buyers, The neighborhood has not received any home 
repair funds for physical improvements. The Teall Avenue gateway, including the Erie Canal Monument are neglected 
and rundown. 
 
Economic Conditions 
 
Assets 
  
Erie Blvd is a significant commercial area including Price Chopper, a major grocery store at the bottom of Seeley 
Road. The Lemoyne Plaza, at Salt Springs Road and Audubon Parkway, is open to the public for food, drinks and 
shopping. Brick School terrace (formerly Charles Andrews School) provides affordable senior housing. 
 
Challenges 
 
The neighborhood had considerable aging housing stock, some in need of costly repairs/maintenance. There are many 
closed stores and vacant/weed lots on Erie Blvd. The changing ownership/management of Parkside Commons housing 
project impedes sustainable improvement in crime reduction efforts. 

Neighborhood D: University Neighborhood 
 
The University Neighborhood is located directly east of Syracuse University. The neighborhood extends from Genesee 
Street in the north to Colvin Street in the south and from Comstock Avenue in the west to Westcott Street in the east. 
Given its close proximity to the university, this neighborhood is a primary dwelling area for university students, faculty, and 
employees. Many of the residential properties in the area are rentals, and the proportion of students is high, particularly in 
the vicinity of Euclid Avenue. The influence of the university wanes in the northern and southern portions of the 
neighborhood, where families tend to dominate. 
 
Major Landmarks 
The neighborhood houses the eastside's largest and oldest park, Thornden Park, which offers playing fields, a rose 
garden, tennis courts, a swimming pool, a sledding hill, and an amphitheater used often for summer events. Ed Smith 
Elementary School is also located in the University Neighborhood, as are many of the athletic facilities of Syracuse 
University, including Manley Field House. The University Neighborhood is also home to the city's only mosque.  The 
Westcott Community Center sits on the border between the University Neighborhood and the Westcott Neighborhood. 
 
Major Corridors/Features 
Euclid Avenue is a defining feature of this neighborhood. Euclid Avenue provides a focal point for university students, and 
is home to a large number of student rentals. The street was one of the first in the city to include bicycle treatments. It is 
heavily traveled. Morningside Nature/Cultural Trail also winds across neighborhoods. 

Physical Conditions  

Assets  

• Thornden Park is large, beautiful, and historic, and provides space for a wide variety of activities, from sledding to 
walking on the new nature trail. The rose garden and the perennial garden are particular assets.  

• There is ample and high-quality housing for students and residents  
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• Sidewalks are frequently used and improvements are being made.  

Challenges  

• Additional public transportation is needed. Some of the transit lines that serve the university area are the same 
ones that serve Liverpool’s suburbs. Therefore, buses always run late.  

• The area needs more bike lanes.  

• Thornden Park is rarely mowed, and provides few places to park. There is a lot of illegal parking, especially 
during games, that makes it difficult for park users to enjoy the park. This is a particular problem near the rose 
garden. Water runoff from hill in Thornden Park (underground flow) is a concern. Bike trails and racks are needed 
in the park. A park conservancy is needed to assure that the park has a permanent source of funding and 
volunteers to perform maintenance.  

• Street signs continue to disappear.  

• Owners do not take care of their rental properties.  

• Green infrastructure should be used (for storm water).  

• Parking laws are not adequately enforced. 

Social Conditions  

Assets  

• Westcott Community Center programs facilitate neighborhood development and provide opportunities for 
students and permanent residents to interact.  

• This area has a vibrant neighborhood association.  

• Neighborhood has a low crime rate.  

• Good organizational collaboration (The Round Table Meeting).  

• Neighborhood benefits from its culturally diverse communities, including Islamic Society.  

• Pool in Thornden Park is good place to swim and cool off in the summer.  

• Amphitheater in Thornden Park has plays and other attractions. 

Challenges  

• Students hold loud parties periodically and do not clean up the trash afterward.  

• Concentration of students, who are perceived as easy prey, attract crime.  

• Drug dealing in Thornden Park needs to be addressed.  

• Heavy traffic and parking problems during athletic events at Carrier Dome.  

• Alternative parking is not observed and lack of parking enforcement.  

Perceptual Conditions  

Assets  

• One of the ten best neighborhoods to live. (APA)  

• Thornden Park offers Rose Garden, amphitheater, swimming pool, green fields to residents.  

• Nice front yard decorations during Halloween and Christmas seasons. 
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• Beautiful housing stock 

• Community groups are strong and actively engaged in community matters.  There are more active community 
organizations in this area than in most other areas of the city. 

Challenges  

• Large Potential homeowners are hesitant because of rentals  

• This area is perceived as not safe.  

Economic Conditions  

Assets  

• Located adjacent to the largest employers in Syracuse.  

• Parts of the neighborhood are relatively wealthy.  

• Marshall Street Business District  

• There are ample housing opportunities. 

• Major Employers such as the Hospitals & SU & ESF 

Challenges 

• There are small pockets of poor areas such as behind the Dome.  

• Need for additional community-based career training.  

Neighborhood E: Westcott 
Westcott neighborhood, nicknamed the "Westcott Nation", is known for both its activism and its diverse community, is 
populated by Syracuse University students, artists & musicians, families, professors, international scholars, and longtime 
residents. The anchor of the neighborhood is the Westcott Street Business District, which consists of several retail stores 
including restaurants, cultural stores, boutiques, bars, and live music venues. This district borders on the University 
Neighborhood.  Each year, the Westcott neighborhood recognizes its diversity in a particular way by holding the Westcott 
Street Cultural Fair, an all-day event celebrating food, live music, art, crafts, and the various community organizations that 
comprise the neighborhood. The Fair draws approximately 8,000 individuals each year, including Syracuse University and 
Lemoyne students and families among the neighborhood residents. The Westcott Community Center is another staple of 
the Westcott neighborhood. Its space is used for art galleries, afterschool programs, senior citizen programs, 
performances, classes, celebrations and community meetings. The Center also puts on neighborhood wide events such 
as the Westcott Art Trail, which draw thousands of people each year. The Westcott neighborhood is also home to Aaron 
T. Levy School on the corner of Fellows Ave and Harvard Place, which was the original Nottingham High School until its 
relocation to East Genesee Street. Another neighborhood attraction is Barry Park. The 15-acre park, located on Broad 
Street, offers its visitors tennis courts, a playground, basketball courts, a baseball diamond, soccer fields and plenty of 
open space to enjoy the neighborhood. 
Physical Conditions  

Assets  

• The area has ample and decent sidewalks and bikeways.  

• Barry Park and Meadowbrook Detention Basin are regularly used and well-maintained.  

• Codes work well when prompted.  

• People are taking better care of their homes and front yards.  

• Meadowbrook Detention Basin is a beautiful park and a great place to walk and cross country ski. 
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Challenges  

• Water collects at most intersections at base of sidewalks; need more drainage / permeable surfaces.  

• Need more public trash cans (especially around schools, parks, along Westcott Street and Euclid Avenue)  

• WCC’s physical condition needs to be improved.  

• More porous absorbent surface sidewalks should be used to prevent flooding and water collection at most 
intersections. Cement sidewalks should no longer be used.  

• The beaten path around the Meadowbrook Detention Basin should be widened to about 3 feet, graded and 
covered with stone dust. Meadowbrook Detention Basin smells awful  

• Improve design guidelines for parking lots. 

Social Conditions  

Assets  

• SU makes an effort to teach students how to be responsible neighbors.  

• Very diverse neighborhood.  

• Variety of cultural venues/events: Westcott Theater and Westcott Community Center, Westcott Street Cultural 
Fair, Wacheva Cultural Arts, Westcott Art Trail, Fall Bulb Giveaway & Garden Extravaganza 

Neighborhood F: Meadowbrook 
 
Meadowbrook is one of the wealthiest neighborhoods in Syracuse, with suburban-styles housing, as a result of which it is 
sometimes referred to as “the suburb in the city.” Its northern border runs along East Genesee Street to the North, where 
it borders the Salt Springs Neighborhood. To the west, the borders are Westmoreland Avenue, Houston Street, 
Meadowbrook Drive, and Nottingham Road, where it borders the Westcott and University Neighborhoods. To the south 
and east the neighborhood borders the town of Dewitt. Within Meadowbrook are two distinct residential areas – Scottholm 
and Bradford Hills, both small, upper-income residential neighborhoods. Some of the streets of the neighborhood are East 
Genesee Street (New York State Route 92), Meadowbrook Drive, Euclid Avenue, and Hillsboro Parkway. There is a small 
retail area on East Genesee Street between Brookford and Hurlburt Roads; otherwise, the closest retail area is at the 
Nottingham Plaza (with almost 10 small stores) and the Tops Plaza, which are in its southwest corner. 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meadowbrook,_Syracuse) 
Physical Conditions  

Assets 
 
There are primarily single family homes in the neighborhood. The only two family homes are on Houston Street, 
Cumberland Avenue, and East Genesee Street between Westmoreland Avenue and Scottholm Boulevard. There are 
small apartment houses on Meadowbrook Drive between Hurlburt and Brookford Roads.  The single family homes are of 
varying sizes and styles, including Tudor, Colonial, eclectic, and modern. House prices are substantially below what a 
comparable house would be in the Eastern suburbs. The Scottholm Neighborhood appears to be eligible for designation 
as a Local Preservation District and for district designation on the National Register of Historic Places. Bradford Hills is 
home to many homes with historic architectural significance; programs such as the New York State Historic Rehabilitation 
Tax Credit could be utilized. 
 
The roads and sidewalks are generally in good condition. There are ample bike lanes on Meadowbrook, which are used 
by cyclists and runners. The neighborhood has good snow removal for its streets and excellent trash removal. While there 
are no parks in the neighborhood, there is easy access to Barry Park and Thornden Park, which are close by. Nottingham 
High School is within the neighborhood and has a pool that is open to the public and a walking track that can be used by 
the public. There is a Meadowbrook Drive Association which has taken responsibility for decorative plantings along the 
Drive. 
 
Challenges 
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Centro provides bus services on Meadowbrook and East Genesee Street, but they are useful primarily for access to 
Shoppingtown, the University area, and downtown. Travel to the rest of the City is difficult and time consuming. 

Property sizes are adequate for gardens, but homeowners are discouraged from gardening by an ever-growing deer 
population. 

Like most neighborhoods of the city, sidewalks are unevenly cleared during the winter. A city run program for sidewalk 
snow removal would insure consistent removal of snow and help provide safe walking in the winter, particularly for 
children walking to Nottingham High School. Sidewalks are needed between Hurlburt Road and the Dewitt Line on East 
Genesee Street. 

There is a dangerous intersection where Sherburne Road, Dakota Street, Meadowbrook Drive, and Nottingham Road 
come together. The problem is exacerbated by speeding cars on Meadowbrook. 

While extensive work was completed recently to correct drainage problems on Meadowbrook, there are still drainage 
problems in the Bradford Hills neighborhood.  Most of the streets in the neighborhood are unimproved with no curbs.  
When there is a heavy downpour, soil from lawns is washed into the drainage system. 

Social Conditions  

Assets  

The neighborhood is part of the 17th ward, a liberal stronghold in the county.  People are socially engaged with the 
community. The crime rate is very low (statistic?). St. Alban’s Episcopal Church on Meadowbrook Drive at Scott Avenue 
is known for its outreach to the community. In the spring it hosts an environmental fair. The Syracuse Peace Council holds 
an annual  arts and crafts festival in December at Nottingham High School. You can meet every lefty in the city at this 
festival. 

Challenges  

There are only a few neighborhood associations. The Meadowbrook Drive Association ‘s primary focus at this point is the 
beautification of the end caps on Meadowbrook Drive, but it has plans to engage the neighborhood in other beautification 
projects, residential/neighborhood concerns, and increasing its presence within the city. There is a Neighborhood Watch 
group on Scott Avenue above Meadowbrook Drive.   

Perceptual Conditions  

Assets  

People who live in the neighborhood treasure it for its excellent housing, safety, access to schools, and easy access by 
car to downtown and other parts of the city. 

Challenges  

With access to schools like H. W. Smith and Nottingham High School and moderately priced housing, this neighborhood 
should be very attractive to families with young children. More needs to be done to market the neighborhood as an 
alternative to the eastern suburbs. 

Economic Conditions  

Assets  

The median household income is about $68,000 a year. Unemployment is below 2%.  Residents have easy access to the 
University, downtown, and the eastern suburbs for jobs. Home prices are substantially below what it would cost for similar 
housing in the eastern suburbs. 

Neighborhood G: Outer Comstock 
 
Outer Comstock is a residential neighborhood consisting of single family homes on the eastern side and single family 
homes interspersed with large apartment complexes on the west. The neighborhood has an abundance of open spaces 
including Comfort Tyler Park, several cemeteries and considerable wooded, undeveloped land. To retain the 
character and population density, neighborhood residents want these spaces retained as a carbon bank or developed as 
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single family homes. The neighborhood is home to Percy Hughes School and the former St. Andrews Church, now 
occupied by another denomination. East Colvin Street, Comstock Avenue, Brighton Avenue, Jamesville Avenue and 
Thurber Street are the main corridors in Outer Comstock. 
 
Physical Conditions 
 
Assets 
 
Outer Comstock is attractive and convenient with parks that enhance the neighborhood, good bus service, and 
reliable trash pickup and snow removal. The neighborhood has large empty/open spaces. An additional asset is the 
proximity to major employers. 
 
Challenges 
 
Traffic control is problematic with trucks traveling on restricted streets and cars not observing 
stop signs. There is a lack of sidewalks on arterial streets, drainage and storm drain  
problems, and parks that need improvements and maintenance. The abandoned supermarket on  
E. Colvin negatively impacts the gateway to the neighborhood. 

 
 

Social Conditions 
 
Assets: 
 
The neighborhood has a culturally diverse population. Comfort Tyler Park and Percy Hughes  
School provide gathering and playing grounds for residents. This is generally a safe, low crime  
area. Various undeveloped, open spaces with drumlins and wetlands would make a valuable  
living lab for green infrastructure in Syracuse. 
 
Challenges: 
 
There is a lack of nearby services for poor and recent immigrants. Many poor families live in  
the western section of the neighborhood and the apartment complexes. The closing of St. Andrews Church created a 
loss of an indoor gathering place. Hughes School is expensive to use. 
 

 
 
Perceptual Conditions 
 
Assets 

 
   The neighborhood is generally attractive and is peaceful and pleasant for walking. The neighborhood diversity 

includes new immigrants and students. 
 
  Challenges 
 

The neighborhood was denied funds from the SU street closing from UNPA although it is impacted by the 
University. The area has not received home repair funds for physical improvements. Poor housing stock, poor 
roads, poor/lack of sidewalks and curbs, and the abandoned supermarket dissuade potential home buyers. 
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Economic Conditions 
 
Assets 
  
The neighborhood has a variety of affordable houses and apartments. The houses are generally in good repair and 
houses are selling. 
 
Challenges 
 
Residents feel there are too many apartments. There are pockets of poor housing and some abandoned houses. 
There is considerable poverty on the west side of the neighborhood, concentrated in rental housing. The 
neighborhood should qualify for the UNPA program for sales assistance and home repairs. There are numerous 
closed businesses along Brighton. 
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