
Introduction:  
 
 
Purpose: 
 
The purpose of this document is to act as a citizen driven 5-year neighborhood action plan for the 
area designated as Tomorrow’s Neighborhoods Today (TNT) Area 5- Eastside. This plan will 
serve as an advisory document for all City staff and elected officials in their efforts to help the 
citizens of the Eastside achieve their community goals. The completion of this plan is required by 
General Ordinance No. 48, section 48-2(a) of the City of Syracuse. 
This plan fulfills the requirements of the General Ordinance, and will act as an advisory appendix 
to the City of Syracuse Comprehensive Plan of 2025. Through this dual role, the 5-year 
neighborhood plan will guide the planning and development decision making processes for 
residents, businesses, developers, not-for-profit agencies, and City and County operating 
departments for the Eastside Area. 
 
Mission/Vision: 
 
This plan evaluates the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and challenges of the Eastside. 
This plan also builds upon its diversity and promotes it as an economically vibrant, 
environmentally friendly and socially inclusive community. 
 
Chronology of the plan 
 
The process for the Eastside TNT 5-Year Neighborhood Plan began in March of 2008 with the 
release and distribution of the Eastside TNT Neighborhood Survey. These surveys served as a 
source of information regarding neighbors perception of different issues such as housing, safety, 
connectivity, etc. A total of 352 surveys were returned. They were filled on paper and online. The 
results provided the City of Syracuse Department of Community Development staff members with 
quantitative data from a sample of the residents’ population.  
 
Beginning in November of 2008, three workshops were held in the Eastside neighborhood. Led 
by Community Development Department staff, these workshops were designed to bring together 
members of the community to assess physical, economic, social, and perceptual conditions to 
create a shared vision for the six different neighborhoods of the Eastside¥

Table 1: Workshops 
.  

Workshop Title Date 

1 What is “working” and what is “not working” in Eastside November 6th 2008 

   

2 Goals and objectives for Eastside’s future December 3rd 2008 

   

3 How to achieve the desired future vision for Eastside January 6th, 2009 

 

For the first workshop, attendees were asked to discuss issues they thought were either “working” 
or “not working” in the different neighborhoods of the Eastside. For the second workshop, 

                                                 
¥ See Figure 1 for Neighborhoods Maps 

http://www.syracuse.ny.us/pdfs/12/EastsideTNTNeighborhoodSurvey2008.pdf�
http://www.buylocalsyracuse.net/tnt5/TNT5_Survey_Summary_3-2-09.pdf�


residents developed goals and objectives based on the information gathered in the first 
workshop. Then for the third workshop, participants identified actions, players, and establish 
timelines for most of the goals of workshop 2. 
 
Following the conclusion of the workshops and after data and information were compiled a writing 
team was formed to organize the information in a comprehensive and coherent manner, and 
present the report in an easy to read fashion. 

There was an interruption in work on the plan due to a transition period for a change in 
administration. A new writing team was formed in November 2010. The January 2011 TNT 
meeting was devoted to gathering further input and comment on the draft plan.   

Structure of the plan 

The plan includes three major sections. The first section is a narrative of the existing condition for 
the different Eastside’s neighborhoods. The second section of the plan presents the action plan, 
which compiles goals, objective and actions to be achieved through a period of five years. The 
third section, the appendices section, includes maps, tables, and statistic information relevant to 
the Eastside neighborhood. 
 
The first section begins with the narrative of the existing conditions for the seven neighborhoods 
of the Eastside. Each neighborhood presents assets in the narrative and highlights challenges for 
three concept areas (physical conditions, social/perceptual conditions and economic conditions), 
see table 2.  
 
For the purpose of this report, the Eastside was divided into seven neighborhoods however the 
writers acknowledge that the lines are somewhat arbitrary but were necessary due to the large 
geographic area. 
 
Eastside neighborhood:  

A. University Hill 
B. Near Eastside 
C. Salt Springs 
D. University Neighborhood 
E. Westcott 
F. Meadowbrook 
G. Outer Comstock.  
 

Major corridors are described since they cross the neighborhoods: 
• E. Genesee Street, 
• Westcott Street, 
• Erie Boulevard E,  
• Fayette Boulevard,  
• Meadowbrook Drive,  
• E. Brighton Avenue,  
• Comstock Avenue,  
• Jamesville Avenue,  
• E. Colvin Street,  
• Thurber Street,  
• Euclid Avenue,  
• Marshall Street,  
• Salts Spring Road 

 
 
 



 
 
Table 2: Concept Areas 
              These areas were used during the workshop phase however for the plan it was decided 
that Social and Perceptual areas were best combined.  
 
Concept Area Aspect Evaluated 
  
Physical Conditions Physical form, lighting, sidewalks, property maintenance, historic 

features, environmental/natural features, etc. 

Social Conditions Crime, neighborhoods watch presence / activity, friendliness, racial / 
ethnic demographics, household type demographics, etc. 
 

Economic Conditions Housing Market, business assessment, business opportunities, 
income, job market, etc. 
 

Perceptual Conditions Sense of place, outside perceptions, fear / perception of crime, 
historic events, cultural landmarks, etc.  
 

 
  



Neighborhoods 

Neighborhood A: University Hill 
 
With the University Neighborhood, University Hill was named as one of 10 Great Neighborhoods 
for 2008 by the American Planning Association (APA).  It is home to Syracuse University, SUNY 
Upstate Medical University, including University Hospital, and the SUNY College of 
Environmental Science and Forestry(ESF), as well as Crouse Hospital, the Veterans 
Administration Medical Center, and the Hutchings Psychiatric Center. These institutions make the 
University Hill an engine for economic growth in the Syracuse area, providing employment to 
more than 20,000 people. The Carrier Dome, a premier sporting and special events arena, is 
located on the Syracuse University campus. Because of the closure of the Hotel Syracuse and 
the stalled construction of a Convention Center hotel, the neighborhood has the most hotels in 
the city – the Crown Plaza, the Genesee Grande, the Parkview, and the Sheraton Syracuse 
University Hotel. A former synagogue is currently being converted into the Hotel Skyler. The 
universities and hospitals continually upgrade and add to their facilities. In 2009 SUNY Upstate 
Medical University added the Golisano Children’s Hospital and is planning construction of a new 
cancer center, a new college of nursing, a Biomedical Research Center, and an addition to the 
Institute for Human Performance. Crouse Hospital recently opened its Witting Surgical Center. 
Syracuse University is planning a new facility for the College of Law. The Veterans Administration 
Medical Center is constructing a Spinal Cord Injury/Disease Center. Hutchings opened a new 
facility for children and teenagers in 2010. The Midtown Plaza site, formerly a blighted and 
environmentally contaminated site, has been remediated and serves as the new home of the 
Syracuse Center of Excellence, an industry-university collaborative organization that creates 
environmental and energy innovations for a sustainable future. 
  
The neighborhood is bordered by Route 81 on the West; Route 690 on the North; Pine Street, 
Ostrom Avenue, and Comstock Avenue on the East, and Oakwood Cemetery and Morningside 
Cemetery on the South. More than half of the neighborhood is taken up by the campuses of the 
universities and the hospitals. From East Genesee Street to Erie Boulevard East, there is a 
mixture of housing and small businesses. Housing is mainly multi-family and small apartment 
houses. Housing Visions Unlimited, Inc., which has its headquarters in the neighborhood, has 
partnered with the VA Medical Center to renovate and build new housing on East Fayette Street 
for the homeless, particularly veterans, and for low income large families. 
 
The neighborhood is adjacent on the East to Thornden Park. There are also three small parks 
within the neighborhood – Forman Park at East Genesee and Almond Streets, Ormond Spencer 
Park between University and Walnut Avenues and East Washington and East Water Streets, and 
Walnut Park between Walnut Place and Walnut Avenue just north of the Syracuse University 
campus. Residents can also walk in the Oakwood and Morningside Cemeteries which are off 
Comstock Avenue south of the Syracuse University Campus. Forman Park, which was first called 
Forman Square, was declared a public park on June 16, 1839. It was named for Joshua Forman, 
who was considered the founder of Syracuse. There is a monument to Joshua Forman and Lewis 
H. Redfield, a pioneer printer who gave part of the land for the park, and a monument to 
Syracuse police officers who were killed while on duty. Ormond Spencer Park was named for an 
off-duty Syracuse police officer who died in 1964 in a car crash on Route 31, north of the city. He 
had been a star athlete and coach and had been on the force only two years. There are two 
tennis courts, playground equipment, and a baseball diamond. Basketball courts are located on 
part of block next to the park. One of the tennis courts was recently converted into a skateboard 
facility. Walnut Park is a three-block linear park in the center of the Walnut Park Historic District. It 
creates the image of a community “village green” and was laid out in 1870. Most of the historic 
structures around the park serve as Syracuse University fraternity and sorority houses. Oakwood 
Cemetery was founded in 1859 on 160 acres of land. It was located just outside the city in a rural 
setting and preceded Syracuse's first park by 27 years. It was designed by Howard Daniels, a 
landscape architect from New York City, to be "picturesque to the living, respectful to the dead." 

http://www.planning.org/greatplaces/neighborhoods/2008/greateruniversityhill.htm�
http://www.planning.org/greatplaces/neighborhoods/2008/greateruniversityhill.htm�


Its hilly natural scenery, including a wide variety of tree species, was thought to nourish the mind, 
and even now is a favorite place for Syracuse University and SUNY-ESF students to stroll, sketch 
and relax. It was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1991. Morningside 
Cemetery, which is located next to Oakwood Cemetery was founded in 1899 and designed by J. 
H. Shepard, the superintendent of the Riverside Cemetery in Rochester. Its 108 acres were 
incorporated into Oakwood Cemetery in 1976. An additional three block linear green space is 
located between University Avenue and South Beach Street and Erie Boulevard East and East 
Water Street, where a memorial to DPW workers is located. 
 
University Hill is also home to the Crouse-Marshall Business District, with retailers and service 
providers along South Crouse Avenue and Marshall Street. The district offers ethnic restaurants, 
pizzerias, clothing stores, and other amenities associated with a college community. There is also 
some business development and light industry around East Fayette Street and Erie Boulevard. 
This area has the potential for additional development. It could be helped by the planned 
redevelopment of the Kennedy Square Housing Complex. SUNY Upstate in partnership with the 
State University of NY College of Environmental Science and Forestry, are constructing a new 
Biomedical Research Center on this site. The plans also include the demolition of the remainder 
of the Kennedy Square apartment buildings, and construction of housing and commercial 
establishments on nine of the 14 acres on the site. Although, the relocation of Kennedy Square 
tenants resulted in discontent among residents and community advocacy groups, SUNY Upstate 
has met with local stakeholders regarding the redevelopment process. Housing Visions operates 
the East Side Business Center at its headquarters on East Fayette Street to support business 
start-ups.  The East Genesee Business District from Almond Street to University Avenue is 
represented by the East Genesee regents Association. 
 
 
The University Hill institutions have taken steps recently to reduce the number of students living 
in rental properties within the University Hill neighborhood and in neighborhoods adjacent to the 
Hill. In 2009 SU opened the Ernie Davis Residence Hall on Comstock Avenue for 250 students. A 
private developer opened an apartment house, Point Park Syracuse, in 2010 for 345 
undergraduate and graduate students. In 2012 SUNY ESF will open its first dormitory, Centennial 
Hall, for 452 students a few blocks east of the Carrier Dome. A new dorm for SU College of Law 
students and another for students of  ESF are under construction. 
 
CHALLENGES: 

Economic Conditions  

Enhance services in the East Side Business Center. (Goal 2: Assist in the Development of 
Existing Businesses) 

Physical Conditions  

Walnut Park needs paved walks to replace the beaten paths. Many people park on Walnut Street 
and need sidewalks to get to campus.  (Goal 1: Improve Accessibility and Mobility; Goal 2: 
Improve Parks; Goal 4: Improve Green Infrastructure) 

Redevelop the Kennedy square area to include residential uses.  (Goal 3: Maintain and Improve 
Housing)  

Social and Perceptual Conditions  

College students are targets of crime. (Goal 1: Improve Safety) 



Neighborhoods B: Near Eastside/Loguen Park 
 
This neighborhood was defined for purposes of this plan as bounded by Pine Street on the 
west and Ellis Street on the east. Residents in the eastern part of the area might consider 
themselves part of the Salt Springs neighborhood and residents in the west feel they are 
part of the university district. The census tracks encompassing this area, 35 and 36.01, are 
among the poorest in TNT 5.  Some of the demographics are a result of deliberate 
government housing policies that in the past fifteen years have meant positive 
development. Housing Visions, a not-for-profit, has redeveloped East Genesee Street and 
much of East Fayette Street using low-income tax credits to renovate properties and 
construct new buildings for low-income rental and specialized rental housing. Maple 
Heights is a new construction development on the site of the former Cherry Hill 
Apartments.  
 
Parkside Commons, a long standing Section 8 development, straddles several blocks on 
East Fayette Street providing 380 units of low income housing. Summit Apartments is 
another Section 8 development in the neighborhood as well as Hillside Apartments on 
East Genesee Street, which is soon to be renovated. 
 
The area is rich in history as a hot spot for abolitionist activity. Loguen Park was recently 
renamed (formerly Lexington or Columbus Park) in honor of an African-American 
family that assisted escaped and newly freed slaves to settle into the local community. A 
daughter, Dr. Sarah Loguen Frasier, became in 1876 one of the first African-American 
women medical doctors in the United States as well as the first to receive a medical 
degree from what is now SUNY Upstate Medical University. The park has received 
significant improvements in the past five years including a new playground. 
 
Westmoreland Park is an active recreation area containing well used basketball park and 
a recreation building. The Boys and Girls Club on East Fayette Street provides 
recreational and educational programs for youth.  
 
The neighborhood is home to the Syracuse Community Health Center Eastside. The 
Health Center provides low cost medical and dental care to thousands of residents.  
 
There are several neighborhood corner stores as well as a Rite Aid drugstore located 
within this neighborhood. This area has recent additions of retail along Erie Blvd. 
through the opening of Aldi’s and a Family Dollar. The neighborhood benefits from good 
bus service to Downtown and Shoppingtown through three of the more regular bus lines 
along East Fayette Street, East Genesee Street and Erie Blvd. East. 
 
This neighborhood is perceived by most to have made significant improvements in the 
last few years. 
  



Challenges 
 
Physical Conditions 
 
Sidewalks to provide pedestrian assess to the retail on Erie Blvd (Aldi’s & Family Dollar) 
must be developed. Crosswalks and signals on Erie Blvd at Westmoreland Ave/Peat 
Street need to be installed. Teall Avenue crosswalk and signal across Erie Blvd needs to 
be improved. Sidewalks along Teall Avenue need to be improved. (Goal 1: Improve 
Accessibility and Mobility) 
 
The large number of vacant homes particularly on Lexington Avenue and surrounding 
streets need to be addressed. There is a need for more home ownership to stabilize the 
neighborhood. (Goal 3: Maintain and Improve Housing) 
 
Loguen Park master plan was not fully implemented due to lack of funds leaving the 
connecting path between the handicapped accessible park entry on Columbus to the 
playground area uncompleted. (Goal 2: Improve Parks) 
 
Social & Perceptual Conditions 
 
Despite improvements in the neighborhood crime remains both a real and perceptual 
issue.  Corner stores and bars are a particular concern. Parkside Commons and the 
surrounding streets such as Croly Street continue to attract violent criminal activity 
including drugs although there is a definite improvement. (Goal 1: Improve Safety) 
 
Economic Conditions 
 
This area includes several Brownfield sites on or near to Erie Blvd. (Goal 2: Assist in 
Business Development) 
 
There are several corner stores and bars which need to be addressed by nuisance 
abatement. Business owners need assistance in redeveloping and refocusing these 
problematic businesses into more productive establishments. Since the opening of Aldi’s, 
Family Dollar and Price Chopper in the vicinity these businesses have no motivation to 
expand their business beyond beer, cigarettes & the lottery. (Goal 2: Assist in Business 
Development) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Neighborhood C: Salt Springs 
 

The Salt Springs neighborhood is a charming, primarily residential area bordering the 
town of Dewitt. Salt Springs Road is the main corridor, extending from E. Genesee Street 
to the Dewitt boundary on the east side of the city. The neighborhood is bounded by 
Croly Street on the west, East Genesee Street on the south, and Route 690 on the north. 
The majority of the houses are owner-occupied and many homes/yards are decorated 
during the various holidays. The Salt Springs neighborhood was one of the first racially 
integrated residential areas in the city and has retained that diverse population. The 
neighborhood is home to architecturally significant houses including the Ashton House 
(listed on the National Historic Registry of Historic Houses) and several Ward 
Wellington Ward homes, a noted Architect. The former Charles Andrew School has been 
converted in a very attractive manner into affordable senior and disabled rental housing.  
Neighborhood identity has been improved with the addition of two neighborhood signs 
and the renovation of a neighborhood eyesore by LeMoyne College into LeMoyne Plaza.  
Reclaiming of the Salt Springs Cemetery as a historic landmark has completed the 
picture. 
 
The neighborhood is home to Soule Branch Library, named for Oscar F. Soule, a 
prominent business and community leader in the Syracuse area. Opened in 1965, Soule 
Library offers a wide variety of services and events for adults, children and teens. The 
recently completed Lemoyne Plaza offers a year round setting for informal gatherings 
and small meetings with a unique connectivity to the library. 

 
Salt Springs also has Homer Wheaton Park, named after Colonel Homer Wheaton, the 
first Syracuse soldier to perish in World War I, who saved the lives of his fellow soldiers 
from an exploding grenade. The park, located on Mountain View Avenue, includes a 
Little League baseball diamond, tennis courts, basketball courts and a playground 
completed in October, 2007.  Salt Springs also has Edgehill Park, a WPA project 
connecting Edgehill Road to East Genesee Street by way of sidewalks and stairs.  The 
Salt Springs neighborhood is rich in community services and establishments essential to 
the Eastside's vitality, including Elmcrest Children's Center and Hillside Family of 
Agencies. 
  
H.W. Smith School on Salt Springs Road is a neighborhood school currently serving 
children from kindergarten through 8th grade.  Homer Wheaton Park and HW Smith 
School provide gathering and playing grounds for residents. HW Smith School 
auditorium is used for numerous non-school musical events. Eastside Soccer uses HW 
Smith playground for weekly games.  Lemoyne College, a Jesuit school founded in 1946 
is an integral part of the neighborhood with many staff members residing in close 
proximity.   

 
The neighborhood benefits from good bus service to Downtown and Shoppingtown 
through three of the more regular bus lines along East Fayette Street, East Genesee Street 
and Erie Blvd. East.  Price Chopper, one of two full service supermarkets within the 
limits of the City of Syracuse, is located in this neighborhood. The neighborhood 



includes along Erie Blvd many key services such as gas stations, McDonalds, Sam’s Club 
and Empire Vision without intruding on the residential area. 

 
 
 
 

Challenges 
 

Physical Conditions 
 
Sections of E. Genesee Street (near Nottingham High School) have no sidewalks and 
poor curb cuts. The sidewalk on Seeley Road needs improvements. Erie Blvd does not 
have continuous sidewalks and poses safety risks to pedestrians. Pedestrian crossings on 
Erie Blvd need to be improved and a plan for snow removal of sidewalks must be 
developed. (Goal 1: Improve Accessibility and Mobility) 

 
Edgehill Park is in need of sidewalk and stair rebuilding, as well as landscaping. It offers 
the opportunity to have a rain garden which would facilitate the storage of rain water in 
the park. (Goal 2: Improve Parks; Goal 4: Improve Green Infrastructure) 

 
Some homes appear neglected/rundown, overgrown with weeds/bushes, and do not have 
house numbers posted. The housing stock is aging and many houses need expensive roof 
replacements. The neighborhood has not received any home repair funds for physical 
improvements. (Goal 3: Maintain and Improve Housing) 

 
 

Social Conditions & Perceptual Conditions 
 

The proximity of Lemoyne College has sometimes created friction between residents and 
students. (Goal 3: Enhance Neighborhood Perceptions) 

 
 

There is concern about criminal elements from Briarcliffe Estates (300 Audubon 
Parkway) and Springfield Gardens as well as drug dealing at DeWitt Heights Apts (401 
Smith Street) and adjacent streets. Panhandling at Smith Street/Erie Blvd. Residents seem 
hesitant to get involved in TNT and Neighborhood Watch groups. (Goal 1: Improve 
Safety) 

 
 

Economic Conditions 
 

There are many closed stores and vacant lots on Erie Blvd. (Goal 1: Establish a 
Business Baseline; Goal 2: Assist in Business Development) 

 

 



Neighborhood D: University Neighborhood 
 
The University Neighborhood is located directly east of Syracuse University. The neighborhood 
extends from Genesee Street in the north to Colvin Street in the south and from Comstock 
Avenue in the west to Westcott Street in the east. Given its close proximity to the university, this 
neighborhood is a primary dwelling area for university students, faculty, and employees. Many of 
the residential properties in the area are rentals, and the proportion of students is high, 
particularly in the vicinity of Euclid Avenue. The neighborhood boundaries for this plan are 
somewhat arbitrary and many of the residents adjacent to South Beech Street consider 
themselves part of the Westcott Neighborhood.  

 
Major Landmarks 
The neighborhood houses the eastside's largest and oldest park, Thornden Park, which offers 
playing fields, a rose garden, tennis courts, a swimming pool, a sledding hill, and an amphitheater 
used often for summer events. Ed Smith Elementary School is also located in the University 
Neighborhood, as are many of the athletic facilities of Syracuse University, including Manley Field 
House. The University Neighborhood is also home to the city's only mosque.  The Westcott 
Community Center sits on the border between the University Neighborhood and the Westcott 
Neighborhood. 
 
Major Corridors/Features 
Euclid Avenue is a defining feature of this neighborhood. Euclid Avenue provides a focal point for 
university students, and is home to a large number of student rentals. The street was one of the 
first in the city to include bicycle treatments. It is heavily traveled. Morningside Nature/Cultural 
Trail also winds across neighborhoods. South Beech Street is another corridor providing access 
into the neighborhood from East Genesee Street. 

Physical Conditions  
The major assets are: Thornden Park which is large, beautiful, and historic, and provides space 
for a wide variety of activities, from sledding to walking on the new nature trail. The rose garden 
and the perennial garden are particular assets; The neighborhood has ample and high-quality 
housing for students and residents; The sidewalks are frequently used and improvements are 
being made.  

Social Conditions  
The major assets are: The Westcott Community Center programs facilitate neighborhood 
development and provide opportunities for students and permanent residents to interact; This 
area has a vibrant neighborhood association; The neighborhood has a low crime rate; The area 
has good organizational collaboration (The Round Table Meetings); The neighborhood benefits 
from its culturally diverse communities, including the Islamic Society; The pool in Thornden Park 
is good place to swim and cool off in the summer;  The amphitheater in Thornden Park has plays 
and other attractions. 

Perceptual Conditions  
The  assets include:  It is one of the ten best neighborhoods to live, (APA); Thornden Park offers 
Rose Garden, amphitheater, swimming pool, green fields to residents; There are nice front yard 
decorations during Halloween and Christmas seasons; There are many examples of beautiful 
housing stock.  

Economic Conditions  
These assets are: The neighborhood is located adjacent to the largest employers in Syracuse 
(the Hospitals & SU & ESF). The neighborhood is in walking distance to both the Westcott Street 
and Marshall Street business areas.   



Challenges: 

Physical Conditions 

Additional public transportation is needed. Some of the transit lines that serve the university area 
are the same ones that serve Liverpool’s suburbs, causing delays. (Physical Conditions, Goal 1) 

The area needs more bike lanes. (Physical Conditions Goal 1) 

Thornden Park is rarely mowed, and provides few places to park. There is a lot of illegal parking, 
especially during games, that makes it difficult for park users to enjoy the park. This is a particular 
problem near the rose garden. Water runoff from hill in Thornden Park (underground flow) is a 
concern. Bike trails and racks are needed in the park.(Physical Conditions Goal 2) 

Green infrastructure should be used (for storm water). Physical Conditions, Goal 4) 

Rental housing remains a contentious issue. A considerable amount of the residential housing is 
currently rental housing rented primarily by Syracuse University students. Some homeowners 
support legislation restricting the sale of any housing not already rental for rental housing. Some 
owners do not take car of their property. Parking and trash are particularly challenging due to the 
dense housing. (Physical Conditions, Goal 3)  

The area adjacent to and including South Beech Street still needs to improve its housing stock 
although SNI dollars did allow for some improvements in facades. (Physical Conditions, Goal 3) 

 
Social Conditions & Perceptual Conditions 

Concentration of students, who are perceived as easy prey, attracts crimes. (Social & Perceptual 
Conditions, Goal 1) 

Drug dealing in Thornden Park needs to be addressed. (Social & Perceptual Conditions, Goal 1) 

There are heavy traffic and parking problems during athletic events at Carrier Dome.  [see Action 
Plan – Social & Perceptual Conditions, Goal 1 Improve Safety within TNT 5, Objective 3: Increase 
Police Activity and Protection in Needed Areas] 

Street signs continue to disappear. (Social & Perceptual Conditions, Goal 3) 

The area is perceived as not safe despite its relative safety in relation to much of the city. (Social 
& Perceptual Conditions Goal 1 & 3) 

 
Economic Conditions 

Need for additional community-based career training.  (Economic Conditions, Goal 3) 

 
 
 
 



Neighborhood E: Westcott 
Westcott neighborhood, nicknamed the "Westcott Nation", is known for both its activism and its 
diverse community, is populated by Syracuse University students, artists & musicians, families, 
professors, international scholars, and longtime residents. It is racially, economically and socially 
diverse. The anchor of the neighborhood is the Westcott Street Business District, which consists 
of several retail stores including restaurants, florist, Laundromat, pizza shops, hair salon, 
boutiques, bars, and live music venues. This district borders on the University Neighborhood.   
 
Each year, the Westcott neighborhood recognizes its diversity in a particular way by holding the 
Westcott Street Cultural Fair, an all-day event celebrating food, live music, art, crafts, and the 
various community organizations that comprise the neighborhood. The Fair draws approximately 
8,000 individuals each year, including Syracuse University and Lemoyne students and families 
among the neighborhood residents.  
 
The Westcott Community Center is another cornerstone of the Westcott neighborhood. Its space 
is used for art galleries, afterschool programs, senior citizen programs, performances, classes, 
celebrations and community meetings. The Center also puts on neighborhood wide events such 
as the Westcott Art Trail, which draw thousands of people each year. The neighborhood is home 
to Wacheva, a not-for-profit dance Center. The Westcott neighborhood is rich in neighborhood 
associations and activities. To coordinate and support each other the Westcott Leadership 
Council meets monthly. 
 
The Petit Branch of the Onondaga County Library is located in this area and serves the University 
and Near-Eastside/Loguen areas as well. The library offers many programs and serves as a 
computer center for people who do not have their own access. 
 
The Westcott neighborhood was also home to Aaron T. Levy School on the corner of Fellows Ave 
and Harvard Place, which was the original Nottingham High School until its relocation to East 
Genesee Street.  The school is currently being utilized as swing space during the Syracuse City 
School District School Renovation project. 
 
Another neighborhood attraction is Barry Park. The 15-acre park, located on Broad Street, offers 
its visitors tennis courts, a playground, basketball courts, a baseball diamond, soccer fields and 
plenty of open space to enjoy the neighborhood. 
 
The housing is generally well maintained with a large number of owner occupants interspersed 
with rental housing.  A unique perceptual asset of the Westcott area is the Westcott Bulb Project 
which blooms in the spring with thousands of bulbs which have been distributed to residents 
creating a beautiful décor to the neighborhood. 
 
The neighborhood is home to the Syracuse Real Food Cooperative which serves as grocery store 
for many in the community. The Eastside Syracuse Farmers Market operates on site at the 
Westcott Community Center. 

Challenges 

Physical Conditions   

Water collects at most intersections at base of sidewalks; need more drainage / permeable 
surfaces. More porous absorbent surface sidewalks should be used to prevent flooding and water 
collection at most intersections. Cement sidewalks should no longer be used. (Physical 
conditions, Goal 4) 



Housing conditions remain problematic on certain blocks such as Westmoreland Avenue where 
there is a need for support for both owner occupants and rental housing owners. (Physical 
Conditions, Goal 3) 

Social Conditions & Perceptual Conditions 

Crimes of opportunity such as burglaries and robberies remain an issue for the area. Crimes 
against property remain a concern. The Westcott Theater which is a 700 person capacity music 
venue has created issues of noise and crowds. There is suspicious criminal activity in some 
areas (e.g. Westmoreland Street). More neighborhood watch is needed. (Social& Perceptual 
Goal 1) 

The Westcott Community Center offers a wide range of activities however the building which is 
owned by the city needs repairs and renovation. (Social & Perceptual Goal 2) 

The Westcott Community Center needs more funds to sustain its senior and GED programs. 
(Social & Perceptual Goal 2)  

Economic Conditions  

Westcott Business District needs a merchant association. (Economic Goal 1)  

Space above the street level retail could be better used. (Economic Goal 1) 

Parking during peak hours in the Westcott Business District needs to be addressed (Economic 
Goal 2) 

  



Neighborhood F: Meadowbrook 
 

Meadowbrook is one of the wealthiest neighborhoods in Syracuse, with suburban-styles housing, 
as a result of which it is sometimes referred to as “the suburb in the city.” People who live in the 
neighborhood treasure it for its excellent housing, safety, access to schools, and easy access by 
car to downtown and other parts of the city. Its northern border runs along East Genesee Street 
to the North, where it borders the Salt Springs Neighborhood. To the west, the borders are 
Westmoreland Avenue, Houston Street, Meadowbrook Drive, and Nottingham Road, where it 
borders the Westcott and University Neighborhoods. To the south and east the neighborhood 
borders the town of Dewitt. Within Meadowbrook are two distinct residential areas – Scottholm 
and Bradford Hills, both small, upper-income residential neighborhoods. Some of the streets of 
the neighborhood are East Genesee Street (New York State Route 92), Meadowbrook Drive, 
Euclid Avenue, and Hillsboro Parkway. There is a small retail area on East Genesee Street 
between Brookford and Hurlburt Roads; otherwise, the closest retail area is at the Nottingham 
Plaza (with almost 10 small stores) and the Tops Plaza, which are in its southwest corner. 

There are primarily single family homes in the neighborhood. The only two family homes are on 
Houston Street, Cumberland Avenue, and East Genesee Street between Westmoreland Avenue 
and Scottholm Boulevard. There are small apartment houses on Meadowbrook Drive between 
Hurlburt and Brookford Roads.  The single family homes are of varying sizes and styles, including 
Tudor, Colonial, eclectic, and modern. House prices are substantially below what a comparable 
house would be in the Eastern suburbs. The Scottholm Neighborhood appears to be eligible for 
designation as a Local Preservation District and for district designation on the National Register 
of Historic Places. Bradford Hills is home to many homes with historic architectural significance; 
programs such as the New York State Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit could be utilized. 
 
The roads and sidewalks are generally in good condition. There are ample bike lanes on 
Meadowbrook, which are used by cyclists and runners. The neighborhood has good snow 
removal for its streets and excellent trash removal. While there are no parks in the neighborhood, 
there is easy access to Barry Park and Thornden Park, which are close by. Nottingham High 
School is within the neighborhood and has a pool that is open to the public and a walking track 
that can be used by the public. There is a Meadowbrook Drive Association which has taken 
responsibility for decorative plantings along the Drive. 
 
The neighborhood is part of the 17th ward, a liberal stronghold in the county.  People are socially 
engaged with the community. The crime rate is very low (statistic?). St. Alban’s Episcopal Church 
on Meadowbrook Drive at Scott Avenue is known for its outreach to the community. In the spring 
it hosts an environmental fair. The Syracuse Peace Council holds an annual arts and crafts 
festival in December at Nottingham High School. You can meet every lefty in the city at this 
festival 
 
The median household income is about $68,000 a year. Unemployment is below 2%.  Residents 
have easy access to the University, downtown, and the eastern suburbs for jobs. Home prices 
are substantially below what it would cost for similar housing in the eastern suburbs 

CHALLENGES: 

Economic Conditions  

Older residents who want to downsize from a single family home to an apartment have limited 
options in the neighborhood. There is no vacant land that could be used to build additional 
apartment houses or condominiums. (I couldn’t find a goal/objective for this. Delete?) 



Physical Conditions  

Centro provides bus services on Meadowbrook and East Genesee Street, but they are useful 
primarily for access to Shoppingtown, the University area, and downtown. Travel to the rest of the 
City is difficult and time consuming. (I couldn’t find a goal/objective for this. Delete?) 

Sidewalks are needed between Hurlburt Road and the Dewitt Line on East Genesee Street. 
(Goal 1: Improve accessibility and mobility; Objective: Improve Pedestrian Access; 1, 
Install sidewalks on arterial streets)  

Like most neighborhoods of the city, sidewalks are unevenly cleared during the winter. A city run 
program for sidewalk snow removal would insure consistent removal of snow and help provide 
safe walking in the winter, particularly for children walking to Nottingham High School. (Goal 1: 
Improve accessibility and mobility; Objective: Improve Pedestrian Access; 2, Improve 
sidewalk snow removal.)  

There is a dangerous intersection where Sherburne Road, Dakota Street, Meadowbrook Drive, 
and Nottingham Road come together. The problem is exacerbated by speeding cars on 
Meadowbrook. (I couldn’t find a goal/objective for this. Delete?) 

While extensive work was completed recently to correct drainage problems on Meadowbrook, 
there are still drainage problems in the Bradford Hills neighborhood.  Most of the streets in the 
neighborhood are unimproved with no curbs.  When there is a heavy downpour, soil from lawns is 
washed into the drainage system. (Goal 4: Improve Green Infrastructure; Objective 3. 
Improve streets to prevent soil erosion.) 

Social and Perceptual Conditions  

There are only a few neighborhood associations. The Meadowbrook Drive Association ‘s primary 
focus at this point is the beautification of the end caps on Meadowbrook Drive, but it has plans to 
engage the neighborhood in other beautification projects, residential/neighborhood concerns, and 
increasing its presence within the city. There is a Neighborhood Watch group on Scott Avenue 
above Meadowbrook Drive. (Goal 1: Improve Safety Within TNT 5; Objective 1: Develop 
neighborhood involvement in crime prevention.) 

With access to schools like H. W. Smith and Nottingham High School and moderately priced 
housing, this neighborhood should be very attractive to families with young children. More needs 
to be done to market the neighborhood as an alternative to the eastern suburbs. (Goal 3: 
Enhance Neighborhood Perceptions: Objective 1: Promote/market assets of various 
neighborhoods) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Neighborhood G: Outer Comstock: 
 
Outer Comstock is a culturally diverse, residential neighborhood situated on the 
southeastern side of the City. The neighborhood is bordered on the south and west by a 
commercial/industrial area that also contains clusters of single family homes, office 
parks, and residential towers. Interstate Route 81 also defines part of the western border 
and Route 481 defines a portion of the southern border. The neighborhood is bordered to 
the north by institutional uses and to the east by residential areas.  
 
East Colvin Street, Comstock Avenue, Brighton Avenue, Jamesville Avenue and Thurber 
Street are the primary transportations corridors in Outer Comstock. These transportations 
corridors provide convenient access to both Interstate Route 81 and Route 481 and 
proximity to multiple, major employers in the City. The Brighton Avenue and Ainsley 
Drive area is an important and successful commercial area with good access to highways.  
 
Outer Comstock is primarily composed of single family housing and apartment 
complexes. The neighborhood is convenient and provides affordable housing options 
which attract many new immigrants and students as a result.  
 
There is a considerable amount of open space including Oakwood and Morningside 
cemeteries, and tracts of wooded, undeveloped land. Neighborhood residents want these 
spaces retained as a carbon bank or developed as single family homes to retain the 
residential character and not increase the housing density.  
 
The neighborhood is home to Percey Hughes School, the Victory Temple Fellowship 
Church, formerly St. Andrews Church, and Comfort Tyler Park which provides 
recreational opportunities for residents.  
 
 
Physical Conditions: Challenges 
 
Streets are largely unimproved, lacking curbs and sidewalks even on busy arterial roads.  
As a result, streets have become wider and irregular in width and are often rutted and 
muddy at the sides.  “Road recovering”, i.e., narrowing streets to their original widths and 
installing curbing and sidewalks would increase pedestrian safety and make the 
neighborhood more attractive. (Physical Conditions, Goal 1 & Goal 4) 
 
Snow and lack of sidewalks in some areas is problematic for safety and drainage. 
(Physical Conditions, Goal 1 & Goal 4) 
 
The pavement in the play area in Comfort Tyler Park is cracked and the tennis courts 
have had deep cracks in the surface for about twenty years making the courts unusable 
for serious players (Physical, Goal 2)  
 
A long abandoned supermarket on East Colvin Street a nearby house that has been 
propped up for years negatively impact the neighborhood (Physical, Goal 3).  



Residents feel there are too many apartments (Physical, Goal 3). 
 
There are pockets of poor housing, including abandoned houses and poorly maintained 
absentee owned houses on the west side of the neighborhood (Physical, Goal 3). 
 
 
Social & Perceptual Conditions Challenges:  
 
There is a lack of nearby services for the poor and recent immigrants who mainly live in 
apartment complexes in the western section of the neighborhood. (Social & Perceptual, 
Goal 2) 
 
Hughes School is expensive to use for neighborhood activities.  
 
Traffic control is a problem with trucks traveling through restricted streets and cars 
speeding and not observing stop signs (Social & Perceptual, Goal 1)   
 
The area has not received home repair funds for physical improvements and poor housing 
stock, poor roads, poor/lack of sidewalks and curbs, and the abandoned supermarket 
dissuade potential home buyers. (Social & Perceptual, Goal 3) 
 
There is considerable poverty on the west side of the neighborhood, concentrated in 
rental housing.  
 
 
Economic Conditions Challenges: 
 
The neighborhood should qualify for the UNPA program for sales assistance and home 
repairs.  
 
There are numerous vacant businesses along Brighton Avenue (Economic, Goal 1 & 2).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Corridors 

 
1. East Genesee Street 
 
East Genesee Street is a main thoroughfare through the Eastside, linking the neighborhood with 

downtown to the west 
and Dewitt and 
Fayetteville to the east. 
The street is a 
significant commuter 
corridor and it also 
supports several major 
transit routes, including 
the Connective 
Corridor. A portion of 

the Street has recently been narrowed to accommodate bike lanes. The City intends to extend 
these bike lanes down Genesee Street and into downtown. 
 
Because it is such a long corridor, Genesee Street traverses a variety of neighborhood types. On 
the western end, Genesee Street is commercial and mixed-use in nature, home to Syracuse 
Stage, small stores, restaurants, hotels, and a number of medical office buildings. This portion of 
the corridor has the character of an older main street. Moving eastward, Genesee Street 
becomes more residential, with large, historic homes. The eastern most portion of the street is a 
mix of land uses including small retail, institutional and residential. Nottingham High School, a 
number of churches, and several senior living facilities are located on this portion of the corridor 
adjacent to the Town of DeWitt.  
 
 
2. Westcott Street 

 
Westcott Street contains many established retail and restaurant uses in the 
neighborhood. The establishments are frequented by students, area residents 
and visitors. The current business district formed at the end of the former 
street car-line. During the summer, Westcott Street is home to the Westcott 
Street Cultural Fair. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
3. Erie Boulevard East 
 

Erie Boulevard East is a 
divided, four-lane road with 
considerable traffic and 
few pedestrian or bike 
amenities. It links 
downtown Syracuse with 



Dewitt. It is not well-served by mass transit. 
 
Erie Boulevard is parallel to and easily accessed from Route 690, and serves as a primary for a 
variety of auto-oriented retail, service, restaurant, commercial and industrial uses. Erie Boulevard 
East is home to many of the City’s big-box stores including Lowe's, Sam’s Club, and the 
eastside's only major supermarket, Price Chopper. This corridor would be well served by an 
increased focus by the City to regulate and improve building, site and signage design, increase 
pedestrian and bike use, and ultimately create a more cohesive visual environment.  
 
 
4. East Fayette Street 
 

East Fayette Street is an 
east-west corridor that is 
parallel to Erie Boulevard 
East for much of its length, 
and links downtown 
Syracuse with several 
Eastside neighborhoods. 

East Fayette Street is two lanes throughout with primarily local traffic. 
 
East Fayette Street is primarily residential in character. The former Kennedy Square housing 
development, which is slated for demolition and redevelopment, is situated on East Fayette Street 
adjacent to downtown. East Fayette Street supports some small office and commercial uses, 
including Syracuse Community Health Center as it continues east, but transitions to residential, 
with predominantly single- and two-family homes. There are also several large, multi-family 
affordable housing complexes at the east end of the corridor.  
 
 
5. Meadowbrook Drive 
 

Meadowbrook Drive is a primarily a residential 
corridor that links the Meadowbrook neighborhood 
with East Genesee Street. It is two lanes 
throughout and has bike lanes also. Meadowbrook 
is a prominent feature of the streetscape and 
divides the travel lanes almost the entire length of 
Meadowbrook Drive. The corridor is served by 
mass transit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
6. Brighton Avenue 
 
East Brighton Avenue is a busy corridor in the southern portion of TNT 5, connecting with Route 
81, the western terminus of Route 481, and East Seneca Turnpike (Route 173). The portion 
adjacent to Route 81 is primarily commercial with areas of single family residences near Thurber 



Street. It climbs up the steep hill towards Route 173. Nob Hill, Brighton Towers, and entrance to 
Loretta are along this stretch of the road. It serves as a primary point of entry to the Outer 
Comstock neighborhood at Thurber Street. 
 
 
 
 
7. Comstock Avenue 
 
Section A (100 - 799 Blocks) 
This northern portion of Comstock Avenue connects East Genesee Street to Euclid Avenue. 
Primary uses along this portion include residential and institutional, with student dormitories, 
student apartments and fraternity/sorority houses. Science & Technology Center and the Life 
Science Center are situated along this portion of Comstock Avenue. 
 
Section B (800 - 1599 Blocks) 
This southern portion of Comstock Avenue extends from Euclid Avenue to Jamesville Avenue. 
North of East Colvin Street it passes along Oakwood and Morningside Cemeteries and Syracuse 
University Facilities including, the Women's Building, Manley Field House and the Ceramics 
Building. On the east side of the northern section there are single family homes. South of East 
Colvin Street, Comstock Avenue is the main corridor of the Outer Comstock neighborhood with 
single family homes. At the East Colvin Street intersection is Comfort Tyler Park, named after one 
of the most important settlers of the Onondaga County. 
 
 
8. Jamesville Avenue 
 
This corridor begins north of E. Colvin Street and terminates north of Route 481 where it connects 
with a road winding up a hill to the back of Syracuse University’s Skytop. It is a primary corridor in 
the Outer Comstock neighborhood from E. Colvin Street and Kinsley Drive. It is also a major 
route between Syracuse University's dining services and receiving and the main campus. The 
street is primarily single family residential except for the Mount St. James apartment complex. 
Percey Hughes Magnet school is on Jamesville Avenue and there are approximately ten 
cemeteries along the street as well as undeveloped land. There are industrial uses along 
Jamesville Avenue south of Ainsley Drive.  
 
 
9. East Colvin Street 
 
East Colvin Street is a major Corridor into the southeast area of the City, connecting with Route 
81 to the DeWitt town line. Along East Colvin Street are single family homes, cemeteries, Comfort 
Tyler Park, Manley Field House, multiple Syracuse University playing fields, and Skytop student 
housing area. 
 
 
10. Thurber Street 
 
Thurber Street is a corridor into the Outer Comstock neighborhood with its entryway at its 
intersection with East Brighton Avenue. A testimony to its importance is the fact that the sign on 
East Brighton Avenue pointing to it is as large as the signs on Route 81. Several large housing 
complexes have entrances along Thurber Street although most of the street is lined with single 
family homes. 
 
 
 



 
11. Euclid Avenue 
 

 
Euclid 
Avenue is a 
busy 
pedestrian, 
bicycle and 

automobile corridor adjacent to the Syracuse University Campus. The western portion of Euclid 
Avenue bisects the University Neighborhhod which is home to a significant amount of single and 
multi-family, off-campus student housing.  Sidewalks and bicycle lanes are frequently used by 
commuting students and are well-maintained. The portion of the street eastern of Meadowbrook 
is primarily owner-occupied, single family housing, due to the housing stock and it’s relative 
distance from the University.  
  
 
12. Marshall Street 
 
Marshall Street is located within walking distance from top employers in Syracuse (Syracuse 
University, State University of New York Upstate Medical Hospital, SUNY College of 
Environmental Science and Forestry Crouse Hospital). The restaurants and shops along Marshall 
Street offer the college students, employees, and residents a places to meet and relax after 
classes and work. Marshall Square Mall, situated adjacent to Marshall Street also provide 
additional venues for students and residents. The area is also a popular gathering area during 
Carrier Dome events at Syracuse University. Syracuse Police Department and Syracuse 
University Department of Public Safety maintain a strong presence in this area as evident from its 
low crime rate. 
 
 

13. Salt Springs Road 
 

Salt Springs Road is the main corridor for this neighborhood, extending from East Genesee 
Street on the west to the east side of the city limits at the DeWitt Town Line. Multiple private 
homes line Salt Springs Road  as well as Our Lady of Solace Church, Hillside Children’s Center, 
Brick School Terrace, Elmcrest Children’s Center, HW Smith School, and the LeMoyne College 
Campus, including the recently completed LeMoyne Plaza.  
 
 



Action Plan  
 
 

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN TNT 5 
 

Objective Actions Benchmark Partners 
 

Goal 1: Establish a baseline of where TNT 5 is in terms of Business 
1. Assess and catalog 
vacant parcels/buildings 
properly zoned to allow for 
commercial enterprises. 
 

Establish and maintain a database of available commercial properties 
and potential enterprises to assist in locating business here. 
 
Develop a marketing plan to see what businesses are needed and 
ones that can survive. 
 
Develop Strategic Property Intervention Plan. 
 
Monitor the planning of the remaining development of Kennedy 
Square.   
 

Establish database, 
develop marketing plan and 
develop strategic property 
intervention plan –year one. 
Implementation of plans 
and maintenance of 
database. 
 

City of Syracuse 
Department of 
Zoning, East 
Genesee St. Regents 
Association, 
Syracuse University, 
LeMoyne College, 
SPOA 

 
Goal 2: Assist in the development of existing business and increase market share 

1. Strengthen existing 
businesses and marketing 
to greater Syracuse region 
 
 
 
 

Assessment of all local businesses and see what Technical Assistance 
can be offered. 
 
Collaborate with Le Moyne College etc. to not only invest more in the 
area but to also have its business staff/students assist with all related 
economic goals. 
 

Increase the number of 
business on the east side 
and strengthen existing 
businesses. 
Maintain a diverse and 
resilient mix of small 
businesses. 

NBD, Chamber of 
Commerce, Lemoyne 
College, OCC, 
Syracuse University, 
business owners 

2.Establish & support 
programs to assist small 
business 

Work with the City of Syracuse/Le Moyne to establish/assist 
entrepreneurs similar to the South Side Innovation Center. 
Enhance services at Eastside Business Center (ESBC) 
 
Work with businesses to relocate to the east side 

Increase the number of 
businesses on the east side 
and strengthen shared 
services and  existing 
businesses 

 
NBD, Lemoyne, 
OCC, Eastside 
Business Center, SU, 
ESF 



3. Develop new job 
opportunities  In TNT 5  

Identify new business opportunities; identify training opportunities 
including GED programs and green job training available to TNT 5 
residents. Strengthen and support existing programs such as Westcott 
Community Center. Identify the next rung of major employers after the 
universities and hospitals in TNT 5. 

New businesses or 
expanded hiring. 

NBD, Onondaga 
Community College, 
Westcott Community 
Center, SU, 
Lemoyne, ESF, OCC, 
The Newland Center 
 

4. Encourage development 
along the Erie Blvd. 
Brownfield sites 

Advocate for the completion & acceptance of the plan for the Erie Blvd. 
Brownfield sites  

Implementation Plan for 
Brownfield sites in 
underway by 2015 

Bureau of Planning & 
Sustainability, DEC, 
Property owners 

5. Encourage the 
development of vacant 
commercial buildings and 
land 

Identify vacant commercial buildings and land available for 
development. 

Increase the number of 
vacant buildings and vacant 
land redeveloped 

Bureau of Planning & 
Sustainability, 
businesses 

 
Goal 3: Promote a greater sense of economic community 

1. Facilitate the interaction 
among owners 

Market and extend the number business on the east side via greater 
involvement of the East Genesee Regent Association.  Based on the 
effort/success of Housing Visions this same emphasis should be 
placed on business 
 
Work with the City of Syracuse to find creative ways for oversight in 
regards to businesses that are harmful to the economic potential of the 
east side (ie – corner stores, all night saloons) 
 

Increase the number of 
business owners involved 
in the betterment of our 
community. 

TNT, East Genesee 
Regents, Le Moyne 
College, NAACP, 
MDA 

2.Utilize historic properties 
and cultural historic assets 
for economic development 

Utilize existing historic and cultural assets to further develop and use 
as development tools. 

Increase the recognition & 
marketing of historic assets 

PACNY, Bureau of 
Planning & 
Sustainability, OHA 

3. Establish and support 
programs to assist small 
businesses 
 
 

Identify small businesses 
Identify types of businesses needed to strengthen the community  
Support establishment of merchant associations. Support existing 
associations such as East Genesee Regents & Marshall Street. 
 

Increased small 
businesses. New Merchant 
Associations 
 
 
 

City Economic 
Development,  MDA, 
SU, Lemoyne 
 
 
 
 



4. Sustain & Encourage 
access to Food on 
Eastside 

Support Food Coop’s efforts to relocate on the Eastside 
 
Support Existing Farmers Markets  
Identify corner stores which need to expand fresh food. 
Increase pedestrian access to Aldi’s & Price Chopper 
 
Build community gardens 

Thriving expanded Food 
Coop 
Farmers Markets 
Additional Community 
Gardens 
Improved fresh foods 
 

 
TNT; Syracuse 
Grows 
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PHYSICAL CONDITIONS IN TNT 5 

 
Objective Actions Benchmark Partners 

 
Goal 1: Improve accessibility and mobility 

Improve Pedestrian Access 
 

   

 1. Install sidewalks on arterial 
streets 
 
 

 1. Identify sidewalks that need to be added, focusing on routes to 
schools and shopping.  Analyze costs and prioritize. Identify sources 
of funding. Priorities identified in this plan include Seeley Road and 
East Genesee Street. 

  
 

 1. Completed sidewalk 
installations 
 

 1. DPW, Planning, 
Engineering, 
SCSD, business 
community 
 

 2. Improve sidewalk snow 
removal 
 

 2. Advocate with City for municipal sidewalk snow removal.  Enforce 
current regulations. 
 
 

 2. Improved sidewalk snow 
removal 
 

 2. Common 
Council, Mayor, 
Codes 
 

 3. Install crosswalks in high 
traffic areas and around 
schools 
 

 3. Identify intersections. 
 
 
 

 3. Completed installation of 
identified crossings 
 

 3. DPW, Planning, 
SCSD 
 
 

 4. Improve accessibility of 
sidewalks 
 
 

 I  4. Identify sidewalks in disrepair.  Identify sidewalks in need of better 
accessibility for people with disabilities. 
 
 

4. Completions of improved 
sidewalks 
 
 

 4. DPW, ARISE, 
NBD, Planning 
 
 



Improve Transportation 
 

   

 1. Focus rehabilitation efforts 
around existing public 
transportation routes 
 

 1. Identify vacant and dilapidated properties along bus routes. 
 
 

1. Rehabilitated and 
developed properties along 
routes 
 

1. Centro, SMTC, 
NBD, Planning 
 

 2. Assure adequate parking in 
commercial areas 
 
 

 2. Take action on existing parking study for Westcott Street and 
identify areas for further studies. 
 
 

2. Parking improvements in 
the Westcott St. business 
area and in other identified 
areas 
 
 

2. DPW, SMTC, 
NBD, WENA, 
businesses 
 
 

 3. Eastside residents need to 
stay informed and be aware 
of possible impacts from 
changes to I-81 

  
 

 3. Eastside TNT becomes part of the planning process for I-81. 
 
 

3. I-81 study completed 
with good consideration of 
impacts of TNT 5 area 
 
 

3. SMTC 
 
 

 4.Expand the existing bike  
network  
 
 

4. Identify and prioritize areas for new bike lanes and share-the-road 
corridors that will connect the existing network to traveler origins and 
destinations. 
 
 

4.A more robust bike 
network 
 
 

4. DPW, SMTC 
 
 

  
 5. Increase the number of  
bike racks at key destinations 

 
 
 
 

   
5. Identify locations and funding.  Investigate zoning law changes to 
require bike racks at businesses.                                                                

 
5.Installation of additional 
bike racks 

 

 
5. DPW, 
Neighborhood 
Associations, 
Planning,  
businesses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Goal 2: Improve parks 

Make Improvements to 
Eastside Parks 
 

   

1. Improve parks 
 
 

1. Identify and prioritize parks needing capitol improvements, repair 
and maintenance. 
 

 

1. Improvements completed 
on designated parks. 
 

 

1. Parks 
Department, Park 
Associations, Parks 
Conservancy 

 

2, Complete work on Loguen 
Park 
 

2. Review master plan to identify what needs to be completed and the 
remaining costs. Identify funding sources. 
 

 

2. Completion of Loguen 
Park improvements    
             

 

2. Parks 
Department, Park 
Associations, Park 
Conservancy 

 
3. Increase non-governmental 
support for parks 

 
 

3.  Identify existing park associations and assess their capability. 
Encourage development and support park associations and the Parks 
Conservancy. 
 

 
 
 

3. Increase investment 
including volunteers in 
parks in TNT 5 

 

3. Park 
Conservancy, 
Parks department, 
Park Associations 
 

 

 
Goal 3: Maintain and Improve Housing 

1. Improve owner occupied 
housing 

1. Identify housing in need of improvement for targeted code 
enforcement. Identify programs to assist owner occupants and 
educate owners. 

1. Fewer code violations 1. Code 
Enforcement, 
Neighborhood 
Associations, 
Home 
Headquarters, NBD 
 

2. Rehabilitate vacant and 
abandoned property 

2. Develop strategies using the city’s five-year housing plan. Identify 
and prioritize blocks with high vacancy rates. 
 

2. Fewer vacant houses 
 

2. NBD, 
Neighborhood 
Associations 



3. Maintain density and 
balance in residential areas 

3. Develop land use plans for major corridors. Identify other areas 
requiring land use plans. 
 

3. Land use and 
development plans in place 

3. NBD, Zoning 

4. Improve multi-family rental 
housing 

4. Identify areas of dense rental housing such as Smith Street and 
Croly Street areas that need improvement.  Identify strategies to 
improve these areas. 
 

4. Improvement in these 
areas 

4. NBD 

5. Improve 1-3 unit rental 
housing  
 

5. Identify rental housing in TNT 5 in need of improvement for targeted 
code enforcement. 

5. Fewer code violations 5. NBD, Code 
Enforcement 

 
Goal 4: Improve Green Infrastructure 

1. Advocate for sustainable       
 practices for all new    
construction and     
development 
 

 

1. Advocate that City complete their Sustainability Plan to outline 
Sustainability priorities and opportunities for new development and 
construction 
 
 

1. City Sustainability Plan 
 
 
 

1. Common 
Council, Planning, 
Mayor 
 
 

2. Educate residents on 
green infrastructure 
 

 

   2. Encourage educational workshops for homeowners on green 
infrastructure and available programs 
 
 

2. Completed private green 
infrastructure projects 
 
 

2. Onondaga 
County, Planning, 
NBD, 
Neighborhood 
Associations 
 

3. Improve streets to prevent 
soil erosion 

 
 

3. Identify streets where curbing would reduce soil runoff 
 

3. Improved streets 3. Planning, DPW, 
Engineering 
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SOCIAL AND PERCEPTUAL CONDITIONS TNT 5 

 
Objective Actions Benchmark Partners 

 
Goal 1: Improve safety within TNT 5 

. 1. Develop neighborhood 
involvement in crime 
prevention 

 
 

. 1. Encourage the formation of Neighborhood Watch groups and 
neighborhood associations in under represented areas. Assess 
existing neighborhood watch groups and neighborhood associations 
for support needed to sustain their activities. 

 
 

1. Creation of new 
Neighborhood Watch groups 
and neighborhood 
associations 

1. SPD, 
Neighborhood 
Watch Groups, 
TNT, City 
Coordinator of 
Neighborhood 
Watch 
 

. 2. Increase the awareness of 
existing safety/crime 
prevention resources 

 
 

2. Identify and develop methods to increase awareness of existing 
resources 

  

2. Implementation of public 
awareness plan 
 

  

2. SPD, 
Neighborhood 
Watch Groups, 
neighborhood 
associations, TNT 

  
 3. Increase police activity and 
protection in needed areas 

3. Identify “hot spots” of drug dealing and other illegal activity and 
advocate for additional police resources 

 3. More police resources  3. SPD, 
Neighborhood 
Watch Groups, 
neighborhood 
associations, TNT 

  
 3. Install crosswalks in high 
traffic areas and around 
schools 
 

 3. Identify intersections. 
 
 
 

 3. Completed installation of 
identified crossings 
 

 3. DPW, Planning, 
SCSD 
 
 



 
Goal 2: Reinforce the social network within TNT 5 

 1. Increase and improve 
services available to TNT 5 
residents 

  
 

. 1. Identify existing services and assess the need for additional 
services in TNT 5 neighborhoods, including senior programs, hunger 
prevention programs and recreational programs. Review 2010 census 
data when available to plan services for new demographics. 
 

1. Enhanced and improved 
services 

. 1. TNT; NBD, 
County Office of 
Youth and Aging, 
SU 
 

 2.  Improve recreation 
programs for children 

. 2. Assess the after-school and summer programs available for 
children K-12 in TNT 5. Assess impact and timetable of Say Yes on 
existing programs. 

.2. Implementation of Say 
Yes and supplemental 
programs. 

2  City School 
District, Parks & 
Recreation 

 
Goal 3: Enhance Neighborhood Perceptions  

1. Promote/market assets of 
various neighborhoods 
 

1. Identify assets of neighborhoods and methods to market  
 

 

1. Implementation of 
marketing plan 

 

1. Neighborhood 
Watch groups, 
neighborhood 
associations, TNT, 
churches, Realtors 
Assoc 
 

2. Several neighborhoods 
need special promotion 
 

2. Identify neighborhoods which need special promotion and develop a 
strategy to promote/market these neighborhoods 

 

2. Implementation of  
marketing plan 

 

2. TNT, Realtors 
Assoc 

3. Advertise diversity of 
neighborhoods 
 

3. Identify ways to advertise diversity 
 

 

3. Implementation of 
marketing plan. 

 

3.. Le Moyne 
College, Hillside, 
Interfaith Works, 
churches, PTOs, 
Realtors 
 

4. Encourage positive, 
proactive efforts in 
neighborhoods 

4. Identify/develop methods to increase awareness of TNT Escrow 
funds for neighborhood projects 

4. Completion of TNT 
Escrow projects to enhance 
neighborhoods 

4. Neighborhood 
associations, 
PTOs, TNT 
 



5. Promote recycling and 
cleaner neighborhoods 

5. Improve participation in recycling. Encourage better enforcement of 
trash & debris codes. Encourage neighborhood clean-up efforts. 

5. Cleaner neighborhoods 5. Neighborhood 
Groups, Codes, 
OCRRA, DPW 
 

 
Goal 4: Beautify Gateways, Historic spaces and Open spaces  

1. Beautify gateways to TNT 
5 
 

1. Identify, assess, and prioritize gateways. Develop plans for 
gateways. 
 

1. Complete gateway 
beautification projects 
                                            

1. DPW, Codes, 
TNT, Bureau of 
Planning & 
Sustainability 
 

2.. Beautify Teall Ave to Erie 
Blvd gateway 

2.. Develop a plan to beautify Teall Ave gateway 2. Gateway is more 
attractive 
 

2. DPW, Codes, 
TNT, Planning & 
Sustainability 
 

3.. Enhance existing historic 
spaces 
 

3. Identify existing historic sites and plans for their improvement. 
Already identified sites include the Erie Canal Monument and Rose 
Cemetery on Jamesville Ave. 
 

3. Existing historic spaces 
are restored/enhanced 
 

3. Parks & Rec, 
neighborhood 
associations, 
business 
associations 
 

4. Increase development, 
beautification  and utilization 
of open spaces 
 

4, Identify open areas and create plans to develop and beautify, 
including school district land, institutional land, water department, 
county & state property. These plans may include use for public art. 

4.. Increase in attractive 
open & green spaces 

4. Codes, Parks & 
Rec, business 
associations, 
neighborhood 
groups, school 
district, colleges, 
NYS State 
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